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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington [Mr.
METCALF] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. METCALF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extension of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Georgia [Ms. MCKINNEY] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Ms. MCKINNEY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extension of Remarks.]

f

b 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HUTCHINSON). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. DIAZ-BALART] is recognized for 5
minutes.

[Mr. DIAZ-BALART addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
[Ms. NORTON] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

[Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. BILBRAY]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. BILBRAY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

COMMEMORATING THE ANNIVER-
SARY OF EMANCIPATION OF AF-
RICANS HELD IN SLAVERY IN
THE DANISH WEST INDIES—THE
UNITED STATES VIRGIN IS-
LANDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands [Ms.
CHRISTIAN-GREEN] is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. CHRISTIAN-GREEN. Mr. Speak-
er, this evening I rise to bring to the
attention of my colleagues and fellow
Americans that July 3, 1998 will be the
150th anniversary of the emancipation
of Africans held in slavery in the Dan-
ish West Indies, now the United States
Virgin Islands, the district which I rep-
resent in the 105th Congress.

Mr. Chairman, there are few mo-
ments in human history as dramatic
and inspiring as those that took place
in the town of Frederiksted in St.
Croix on the 2d and 3d of July, 1848.
The story is one of courage and deter-
mination on the part of a people to live
free and risk death in the process.

Historians tell us that at the sound
of the conchshell, the unfree from

across St. Croix converged on the fort
under the leadership of Moses Gottlieb,
who was called General Buddhoe. Their
threat was to burn the island unless
immediate freedom was obtained.

In response to reports of the uprising,
Danish Governor Peter Von Scholten
rushed from the town of Christiansted
to confront the angry men and women
who had assembled and who had estab-
lished a 4 p.m. deadline for his declara-
tion of emancipation.

Surrounded and outnumbered during
his ride down King Street on his way to
Fort Frederick, and encouraged by his
mulatto mistress, Anna Haggaard, the
Governor issued his famous proclama-
tion: ‘‘All unfree in the Danish West
Indies are from this day free.’’ He later
repeated his statement from the ram-
parts of Fort Christiansvern.

Although the revolt ended with little
loss of property or life due mostly to
the efforts of General Buddhoe, its key
players paid a high price. General
Buddhoe himself was arrested and sent
away on a Danish man-o-war never to
be heard from again. Governor Von
Scholten returned to Denmark where
he was tried and found guilty of ex-
ceeding his authority and dereliction of
duty.

Mr. Speaker, the events of July 3d,
1848 are considered the second act of
self-determination by Virgin Islanders,
the first being the uprising in St. John
in 1733, which brought that island
under African rule for 6 months.

So July 3d of each year is designated
Emancipation Day, and commemorates
this most important and significant
event in our history.

Mr. Speaker, it is also a significant
event in the history of our great Na-
tion, because it was the first such proc-
lamation on what would later become
American soil, coming 15 years before
President Abraham Lincoln would
issue his famous Emancipation Procla-
mation freeing slaves in the Confed-
erate States during the Civil War.

There is irony as well as fate in the
fact that Emancipation Day precedes
the 4th of July, the day when America
celebrates its independence. These twin
days of celebration bind Virgin Island-
ers and all Americans to an eternal
commitment to human freedom.

We of this generation are heirs to
Valley Forge and Frederiksted and the
great tradition of sacrifice and suffer-
ing in the cause of freedom. Future
generations must bless and cherish the
memory of General George Washington
and General Buddhoe and keep the fires
of freedom burning.

To recognize this great event, the
Governor of the Virgin Islands has is-
sued a proclamation calling for a
month-long celebration beginning June
1, 1998 to July 5, 1998, culminating in a
week-long observance from June 29,
1998 to July 5, 1998.

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of this I
will shortly introduce a resolution in
the House and seek the support of my
colleagues in recognizing the 150th an-
niversary of the emancipation of my

ancestors. I invite all Americans to
join us in observance of this proud mo-
ment in American and Virgin Island
history.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. RUSH] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. RUSH addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]
f

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas [Mr. SNYDER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, once
again, my thanks to the staff here who
are working late, as several of us have
an opportunity to discuss these impor-
tant issues.

Mr. Chairman, it is my opinion and
the opinion of a great many Americans
that while we live in the greatest de-
mocracy in the history of the world,
our democracy and the way we cur-
rently conduct our business has some
major problems. Specifically, how do
we do our campaigns? How do we elect
our officials to come to Washington
and do the people’s business?

Now, what is the specific problem? I
will show my colleagues what the spe-
cific problem is. This is going to be a
difficult number for me to read, be-
cause I do not know what this number
is. I recognize $999,999. I can go one
step further, $999,999,999. I can keep
going to $999,999,999,999, and on and so.
The reality is, whatever number this
is, it is now legal for this amount of
money to be donated to a political
party, to a national political party. So
if a person who had this kind of wealth
wrote out a check to the Republican
Party or the Democratic Party, it is
completely legal to make this kind of
donation and it not be disclosed where
the money came from.

Well, many of us in this House, many
of us in America, think that is the
wrong way to finance campaigns, and
on January 11, 1995, the President and
the Speaker of the House, in a very fa-
mous garden shot, shook hands and
committed themselves to campaign fi-
nance reform. Since that time, we have
not seen much action.

The President is firmly committed to
signing meaningful campaign finance
reform, and as someone from Arkansas
who was in the State Senate and
worked with then Governor Clinton
when he was in Arkansas, I know of his
commitment to campaign finance re-
form and ethics reform. He had an ex-
perience when he was in Arkansas of
calling a special session of the legisla-
ture in order to get ethics reform for
lobbyists’ disclosure, having that effort
thwarted in the State legislature in the
committee vote when that was the sole
purpose of calling the session; and he
took the issue to the States and initi-
ated that to get signatures working in
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